
NEWPORT HOUSING TRUST

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 24th SEPTEMBER 2008
AT THE HILTON HOTEL, CHEPSTOW ROAD, LANGSTONE,  NEWPORT
Present:

NHT BOARD:
Lindsay Al-Nuaimi (Chair), Malcolm Schulze, Andrew Hole, Cllr L. Knight, Cllr J. Fortey, Cllr V Dudley, Cllr A. Fouweather
NHT OFFICERS:
Phil Toms, Clare Spear, Duncan Addison, Deborah Bolton, Lyn Heal, Stacey Carver, Julie Simmonds, Rhian Williams, Paula Thornton, Carolyn Pearse
Also in Attendance;  Ms. Y. Burgess (Gaer Community First Network), Mr. J Ritter (Chair of Gaer Community First Partnership Board), Mr. K Carey (CLC), Mrs. Badcock (tenant), Mr B Davies (tenant) Mr & Mrs B Dobbs, Mr. D Bolton (Fairlake Properties), Mrs Vedmore (tenant), Mrs Fitzgerald (tenant), Mrs Maruszac (tenant), Mrs P Evans (tenant), Mr & Mrs Viner (tenants), Ms Sally Davies (NCC), Mr & Mrs Coombstock (tenants), Mrs Crowley (tenant), Mrs Hemmings (tenant), Mrs Baldwin (tenant), Mr & Mrs Redgers (tenant), Mrs D. Page (tenant), Mrs Parry Jones (tenant), Mr Swinburn (tenant), Ms S. Ford (tenant), Mr. H Lloyd-Davies (Bevan & Buckland Accountants), Cllr R White (Cabinet Member for Adult Services and Housing, NCC) Mr & Mrs R Collins (CLC), Mr G Harris (Davis Langdon Surveyors), Mrs M Williams (tenant)
The meeting was chaired by the Company Secretary: Phil Toms

The Chair of the Trust, Mrs Lindsay Al-Nuaimi welcomed members, colleagues and partners to the eighth Annual General Meeting of Newport Housing Trust and expressed thanks to all Board members, staff and partners for their commitment to the Trust over the past seven years.  Mrs. Al Nuaimi welcomed the new Councillor members to the Board and expressed thanks to the independent and tenant Board Members all of whom have contributed to the success of Newport Housing Trust.
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Dr. Pauline Card, Mrs. Coral Elshaw,  Mr. Paul Flynn M.P., Mr. Mark Gardener, Ms. Dorian Jones, Mrs. W. Hewlett, Mr. C. Freeguard, Mr. & Mrs. M. Baynham, Mr. J. Griffiths, A.M., Cllr M. Evans, Mr. L Nippers, Mr. H Card, Ms. J Welsby, Mrs J Lyons, Ms A Davies, Ms Alison Vickers, Mr. M. French.
2. Minutes of AGM 23rd September 2007
The minutes of the AGM held on 23rd September 2007 were submitted for accuracy.

Resolved

The minutes of the AGM held on 23rd September 2007 were approved as a true and accurate record, with the amendment of the date of the previous meeting which should show 2006.
Proposed       A. Hole  Seconded   L Al Nuaimi

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising

4. The Annual Report and Accounts

The Head of Finance, Duncan Addison, presented the Annual Report to the meeting. Members were asked to note the report contents which outlined the various activities of the Trust throughout 2007/2008, including the Trust’s strategic objectives. Mr Addison asked members to note a surplus in 2007/08 of £90,000. It was noted a full set of the accounts would be made available on request.
Harri Lloyd Davies of Bevan & Buckland presented the summary findings following the completion of the External Auditors report on the Annual Accounts of Newport Housing Trust Ltd. He went on to state that their findings were satisfactory, with a healthy surplus, and confirmed that the Annual Accounts were accepted in accordance with all relevant legal requirements.

Resolved

That members note the Auditors report finding that the Trust had fulfilled the auditor’s requirements according to the 1985 and 1996 Housing Act.

Proposed          Andrew Hole             Seconded      Malcolm Schulze

5. Appointment of External Auditors

Mr. Addsion asked members to approve and confirm the re-appointment of Bevan & Buckland as external auditors for the next financial year.
Resolved

That Members agree and approve to the re-appointment of Bevan & Buckland as external Auditors for the next financial year 2008/09.

Proposed:         L. Al Nuaimi           Seconded        Andrew Hole
6. Confirmation of recently appointed Board Members

Mr. P. Toms presented to the meeting a summary of the make up of the Newport Housing Trust Ltd Board of Directors, Mr. Toms explained the three constituent parts, Independent members, Councillor members and Tenant members all combining to provide a level of expertise and accountability in any decision making process.  Mr. Toms confirmed the current and newly appointed Board Members, Members were asked to confirm and approve the appointment of the, Independent Board Directors. 
Resolved

Lindsay Al-Nuaimi (Chair) Pauline Card (Vice-Chair), Lawrence Nippers, (Treasurer), Andrew Hole were appointed as Independent Directors of Newport Housing Trust Ltd.
Proposed               L. Al Nuaimi               Seconded            Andrew Hole
7. Memorandum & Articles
Mr. P. Toms presented to the meeting an outline of the future plans of Newport Housing Trust all of which are governed by the Memorandum and Articles of Association which were set up in 1998.  Mr. Toms confirmed that in order for Newport Housing Trust to expand and to provide expertise in over 60’s Housing through the GENuS consortium to a wider geographical area it will be necessary to amend some of the clauses within the Memorandum & Articles.  Mr. Toms confirmed that the Newport Housing Trust Board had voted to amend the geographical area in which Newport Housing Trust can operate, other changes are currently being discussed by the Board of Newport Housing Trust and will include further discussion, consultation and input from other partner organisations.
8. Presentation ‘ Community Living’
Ms. Clare Spear presented to the meeting achievements and service improvements of the Trust over the past 6 years particularly that of the Tenant Support Service which supported tenants to live independently.  Ms Spear confirmed that the statistics and feedback from tenants had shown the improvements and the impact that the Tenant Support Service had given to NHT tenants, Ms Spear advised that this service was now being provided by Newport City Council.
Mr. Toms provided information to the meeting of the new Community Living Scheme Developments for Bishpool / Treberth and Gaer.  The meeting heard how Newport Housing Trust would provide 100 apartments for purchase by 2011 within a Community Living environment which will also provide Community and Social facilities to the wider community.  Mr. Toms introduced to the meeting Mr. Ken Carey  and Mr. Ralph Collins who had recently been elected as representatives of the Community Living Club, a group made up of those expressing an interest in purchasing an apartment within the planned Community Living Schemes.
Mr. Toms confirmed that Newport Housing Trust were committed to providing the best possible opportunities to the over 60’s within Newport to access accommodation that is suitable for their needs to allow independent living.

Mr. Toms thanked Newport City Council for the ongoing support that they have given to Newport Housing Trust in respect of this development.  Councillor members of Newport City Council confirmed their support for the Community Living Scheme development and to the aims and objectives of the Trust. Each Councilor Director affirmed their commitment to supporting the Governance and good management of the Trust..

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Toms announced the winners of the 2008 Gardening competition and presented certificates to:-
1st Prize

Mrs. Winifred Hewitt

2nd Prize

Mrs. Joan Lyons

3rd Prize

Mrs. Baldwin

Special Merit

Mr. & Mrs. Redgers
The meeting Closed at 5.45 pm
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